ACTIVITIES   FOR   CHILDREN

from the shopping play the children learned to recog-
nise money, to write price tickets, learned how goods
were sold, individually or by the dozen or bunch, by
the pound, half-pound and quarter-pound, or by the
pint and half-pint.

All this pretence play with the shops was supple-
mented by real experience in weighing with scales and
measuring with the pint and half-pint measures. The
children examined real and cardboard money, and
through various occupations learned to lay out prices,
add small sums of money and give change.

Arrangement of the Afternoon Activities

Occupations such as simple sewing, knitting and
weaving, clay-modelling, painting, drawing and paper-
cutting may be taken during the first hour ia the
afternoon. The general plan of work should be a
combination of group and individual activity. No fixed
plan or sequence of lessons should be arranged; we
should leave the children as free as possible to
make what they like, to paint or draw when they
choose.

The teacher must, of course, be quick to see when the
children for some reason have reached a plateau and
are making little progress in ideas. She must be r^ady
with stimulating suggestions; for instance, she may
show a collection of objects that have been made by
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